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Be Sewer Smart

Thuy Nguyen, THS Division

Do you know that October is the start 

of the Sewer Smart Months in some Bay Area 

cities? For seven years, ABAG, the Association 

of Bay Area Governments, has declared October 

through April (rainy season) to be the Sewer Smart 

Months.  Annually, ABAG kicks off the Sewer 

Smart campaign in late September with its annual 

Sewer Smart Summit to educate municipal agencies 

and homeowners of the risk of sewer back-up 

damages during the rainy season.  Even though 

the City’s sanitary sewer (commonly known as 

the “sewer”) system is separate from the storm 

sewer system, a portion of rain and ground water 

i

1)   It consists of approximately 2,250 miles of 

sewer mains.

2)   It’s a network of pipes ranging from 6 to 

90 inches in diameter.

3)   Roughly 60 percent of this pipe network is 

6 inches in diameter

4)   Due to our topography, most of the sewer 

system is gravity pipes, only 7.5 miles of force 

mains and 15 pump stations.

5)   Nearly 50 percent of the pipes was built 

between the 1960s and 1980s.

6)   Majority of the sewer spills are caused by 

grease in the system. 

7)   The sewer system serves over 300,000 

residences, over 9,000 commercial and over 1,000 

industrial buildings.

8)   The fi rst sewer system was constructed 

in 1880 as a combined (storm and sanitary) system 

and made of brick and redwood to serve a projected 

population of 10,000 people. 

OK, the last point may be a joke but it is 

not a joking matter when it comes to sewer back-

ups.  It can cause havoc to your life.  The City’s 

Department of Transportation (DOT) maintains 

the sewer system.  If your house is an older model, 

chances are you don’t have an approved lateral 

clean-out.  Without one, when there is a back-up, DOT cannot assist you in 

investigating the cause(s).  In addition, the City’s Municipal Code requires 

homeowners to maintain their own lateral (the pipe which carries sewage 

from the house to the City’s main located in the street).  For more information 

regarding lateral maintenance and clean-outs, visit the following website:

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/transportation/sewer_sewercleaning.htm

Hope these tips are helpful (if nothing else, they can be a conversation 

starter during this season’s Super Bowl parties).  Be Sewer Smart! 
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